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CR Quick Recommendations

 See a summary of test findings and Quick Picks--the choices that merit first consideration including
any CR Best Buys.  

We not only tell you about the best products to buy, but also where you can buy them. Click  below
to compare prices on models of your choice at reputable online retailers.

Click  for more information.

Brand and
model Price Overall score Test results Features

Small  type:
similar
model(s)

 indicates a
Quick Pick
meriting first
consideration.
CR Best Buy
indicates an
exceptional
value.

  
 FLASH-MEMORY MP3 PLAYERS (128 MB TO 4 GB)

 1 

Samsung
YP-T8Z (1
GB) 
YP-T8A (2
GB) $300,
YP-T8X (512
MB) $170

$215 17 1.8x3.3x0.6 2

MP3,
WMA,
WMA-
DRM,
ASF,
OGG

•  • •   • • •

 2 

Cowon
iAudio 5 (1
GB) 
iAudio 5 (2
GB) $250,
iAudio 5 (256
MB) $100,
iAudio 5 (512
MB) $110

$150 12 3.0x1.6x0.7 1.7

MP3,
WMA,
WMA-
DRM,
OGG,
ASF,
WAV

•      • • •

 3 
Apple iPod
Nano (2 GB)
iPod Nano (4
GB) $250

$200 15 1.6x3.6x0.30 1.6

MP3,
iTunes
AAC,

iTunes
AAC-
DRM,
WAV,

AA, AIFF,
Apple

Lossless

• • •   •   •

 4 

RCA Lyra
RD2217 (1
GB) 
Lyra RD2212
(256 MB)
$90,
Lyra RD2215
(512 MB)
$115

$140 39 2.0x2.9x1.1 2.4
MP3,
WMA,
WMA-

DRM, AA
• •     •  •

5 
iRiver T10
(1 GB) $190 39 3.4x1.6x1.2 2.6

MP3,
WMA,
WMA- •  •    • • •
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5 (1 GB) 
T10 (512
MB) $140

$190 39 3.4x1.6x1.2 2.6 WMA-
DRM,
OGG,
ASF

•  •    • • •

6 

iRiver iFP-
799 (1 GB) 
iFP-790 (256
MB) $95,
iFP-795 (512
MB) $145

$175 34 3.4x1.4x1.1 2.2
MP3,
WMA,
OGG,
ASF

• •     • • •

7 

Creative
Zen Nano
Plus (1 GB) 
Zen Nano
Plus (512
MB) $110

$140 13 2.6x1.4x0.6 1.2
MP3,
WMA,
WMA-
DRM

•      • • •

8 
Philips
SA178 (512
MB)

$120 13 3.2x1.2x0.6 1.3

MP3,
WMA,
WMA-
DRM,
WAV

• •     • • •

 9 

SanDisk
Sansa m240
(1 GB) 
Sansa m230
(512 MB)
$80,
Sansa m250
(2 GB) $140

$100 15 3.1x1.4x1.0 1.4
MP3.
WMA,
WMA-

DRM, AA
•      • • •

10 

Creative
MuVo TX
FM (1 GB) 
MuVo TX FM
(128 MB)
$65,
MuVo TX FM
(256 MB)
$70,
Creative Labs
MuVo TX FM
(512 MB)
$100

$135 14 3.0x1.5x0.6 1.5
MP3,
WMA,
WMA-
DRM

•      • • •

11 

Sony
Walkman
Bean NW-
307 (1 GB) 
Walkman
Bean NW-
305 (512 MB)
$120

$140 52 2.7x1.0x1.5 1.6

MP3,
ATRAC3,
ATRAC3

Plus,
ATRAC3-

DRM

•      •   

12 

JVC XA-
MP101 (1
GB) 
XA-MP51
(512 MB)
$110

$150 13 2.0x2.0x0.6 1.4
MP3,
WMA,
WMA-
DRM

•      • • •

13 

Samsung
YP-F1 Z (1
GB) 
YP-F1 V
(256 MB)
$80,
YP-F1 X
(512 MB)
$110

$150 7 2.5x1.2x0.8 1.1

MP3,
WMA,
WMA-
DRM,
OGG,
ASF

•      • • •

14 

SanDisk
Sansa e140
(1 GB) 
Sansa e130
(512 MB) $70

$105 11 2.1x3.0x0.6 1.7

MP3,
WMA,
WMA-
DRM,

WAV, AA

•      •  •

15 

Apple iPod
shuffle
M9725LL/A
(1 GB) 
iPod Shuffle
M9724LL/A
(512 MB)
$100

$130 16 1.0x3.4x0.4 0.8

MP3,
iTunes
AAC,

iTunes
AAC-
DRM,
WAV,

AA, AIFF

• •       •

16 
Dell  DJ
Ditty (512
MB)

$100 7 3.3x1.2x0.5 1.2
MP3,
WMA,
WMA-

DRM, AA
•      •  •

17 

Sony
Network
Walkman
NW-E107 (1
GB) 
Psyc Network
Walkman
NW-E103PS
(256 MB)
$90,
Psyc Network

$130 41 2.3x2.3x0.8 1.4

MP3,
ATRAC3,
ATRAC3

Plus,
ATRAC3-

DRM

•         
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Walkman
NW-E105PS
(512 MB)
$100

18 

RiData
OLE 3000
(1 GB) 
OLE 3000
(128 MB)
$70,
OLE 3000
(256 MB)
$80,
OLE 3000
(512 MB)
$100

$140 11 2.6x1.8x0.7 1.6

MP3,
WMA,
WMA-
DRM,
WAV

•      • •  

 MICRODRIVE HARD-DISK MP3 PLAYERS (3 GB TO 8 GB)

 19 
Creative
Zen Micro
Photo (8
GB)

$250 16 2.0x3.3x0.7 3.8

MP3,
WMA,
WMA-
DRM,
WAV

•  •   • • • •

 20 
RCA Lyra
RD2765 (5
GB)

$210 11 2.0x3.4x0.7 2.9
MP3,
WMA,
WMA-
DRM

• • •   •   •

21 
Archos
Gmini XS
100 (3 GB)

$155 11 1.7x3.6x0.6 2.7

MP3,
WMA,
WMA-
DRM,
WAV

• •       •

22 
iRiver H10
(6 GB) 
H10 (5 GB)
$230

$260 6 2.2x3.8x0.6 3.5

MP3,
WMA,
WMA-
DRM,
WAV

•  •   • • • •

23 

Creative
Zen Micro (6
GB) 
Zen Micro (4
GB) $180,
Zen Micro (5
GB) $190

$230 13 2.0x3.3x0.7 3.8
MP3,
WMA,
WMA-
DRM

•      • • •

24 
Samsung
YH-820 (5
GB)

$200 9 2.0x3.5x0.6 3
MP3,
WMA,
WMA-
DRM

•  •   •  • •
 HARD-DISK MP3 PLAYERS (10 GB TO 60 GB)

25 

Cowon
iAudio X5
(20 GB) 
iAudio X5 (30
GB) $340

$300 13 2.4x4.1x0.8 5.4

MP3,
WMA,
OGG,
ASF,
WAV,
FLAC

  • •   • • •

 26 iRiver H10
(20 GB) $285 15 2.5x4.0x0.9 5.8

MP3,
WMA,
WMA-
DRM,
WAV

•  •   • • • •

27 

Archos
Gmini 402
Pocket
Multimedia
Center (20
GB)

$300 12 4.2x2.4x0.7 5.6

MP3,
WMA,
WMA-
DRM,
WAV

• • • • • •  • •

28 

Toshiba
gigabeat
MEGF20
(20 GB) 
gigabeat
MEGF10 (10
GB) $240,
gigabeat
MEGF40 (40
GB) $310,
gigabeat
MEGF60 (60
GB) $350

$270 19 2.5x4.2x0.7 5.3

MP3,
WMA,
WMA-
DRM,
WAV

•  •   •    

29 
Archos
Gmini XS
202 (20 GB)

$230 16 2.3x3.0x0.8 4.2

MP3,
WMA,
WMA-
DRM,
WAV

• •       •

 30 
Creative
Zen Sleek
(20 GB)

$250 18 2.4x4.0x0.7 5.6

MP3,
WMA,
WMA-
DRM,
WAV

•      • • •

 31 Apple iPod $300 15 2.4x4.1x0.4 4.8

MP3,
iTunes
AAC,

iTunes
AAC-
DRM, • • • • • •   •
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 31 (30 GB) $300 15 2.4x4.1x0.4 4.8 DRM,
WAV,

AA, AIFF,
Apple

Lossless

• • • • • •   •

32 
Creative
Zen Vision
(30 GB)

$400 15 4.9x2.9x0.9 8.5

MP3,
WMA,
WMA-
DRM,
WAV

•  • • • • • • •

33 
Samsung
YH-999 (20
GB)

$500 14 3.9x4.2x0.9 8

MP3,
WMA,
WMA-
DRM,
OGG,
ASF

•  • • • •   •
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